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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AFFEARARCE

The Preston House is ¢ large, rambling building situated on a knoll overlooking the
togn ¢f Saltville in Sinyth County., The dismanlLling of the house had begun in Jaruary,
1976, when investigation of its history and significance was undertaken by local citi-
zeas. The upper stories of the nouse's Later wings had been removed, along with all
of the original sash and mest of the woodwork in the cldest portions ol the house.
Arrangemeats to preserve the building werce subsequently madz, and the removaed woodwork
will be returned Lo its former location, Ar the Ciwe of the avchitectural cwnrinarior,
however, the woodwork was in storage and unavailable for inspection.

The Preston House is a two-story, gabie-rocfed, double~pile frame structure covered will
beaded weatherboards. It incorporaces a central, two-story, five-bay "I~house' built

in two stages and havinyg exterior end chimeeys constructed of limestone. Vlanking this
scction ave lower, two-story, three-bay wings which, [ike Lhe wmain block, are omz-room
deep and which were built during the second quarter of the ninetcenth coentury. At the
cast end ol the louse, an early one-story styucture, originally fveestandivg, wuas av-
tached to the mzin house by the constroetion of the wings, A nineteenth-century print
entitled “pPreston iome, 1860," chows the house in this form, with a onc-stery poreh
extending across the front of the main block and its wings, A door in the central bay
of the sccond f{loor led ounto the roof of the certral porcion of the porch.

Ezarly in the twenticth century, an cuclosed porch chamber covering the three central

bays of ths gecond-story [acade was buillL, At the sane time, Lhe one-slory east room

‘was ruised to two sturics and extensively remodeled, A two-story pallery across the

" rear of the house was enclosed fov rcoms, and olher yooms were built onto thw rear of
the wost wing., This remodeling was undertaken fu order to convert the building into

‘an apartment house.

The central portion of the Preston House consises of two rooms scparated by a coalral
passage, the west room and passage being the earliest portion. The chinmey here has

a full-height chimney breast, pow removed and in storage, and to Lhe right of it, an
arched opening once provided access to a closet but now serves as the entrance ta the
west wing., This opoening is flanked by pilascers and has a molded architrave and key-
stone, A modillion-and-dentil coriice rowains in place, as does the [lush wainscolbing
which enciveles the zoom. Sectiens of the wall stripped of plaster reveal that this
prriian of the house is supported on massive L-shaped corner posts.

The pasgage has beca divided into a small entrance vestibule and o lavger stair hall
by a twemt icth-century partition. 1t alse is deecovaicd with £lash walnscobing and
has a closed-string, L~plan stair with a squave newvel, molded rail, and terned balusterss,

The east rvom ol the central block was added eparly in the uineteenth contvry.,  TL s
encirceled by a pedestal-type clair rail, A twentieth-century Goeorgian Revival stalr
with an opea strivg, turned balusters, and a poncled newel, added whon the boilding
was Jdivided inlo apavtwencs, rises In the soutlwest corner ol the voum. Oue early
nine-light gsask renains in place.

The mid-nincteentii-centuey wings ave absolutely pluin, wiih ao decoration ol ary sort,
The easrernmost vroom has been stripped to its frame, Of interest here ave the diagonal

(Sce contipuat lon sheet 1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Preston House is the principal historic landmark of the southwestern Virginia towa
of Saltville, Situated on a knoll with a commanding view of the community, the huuse

is reported to be the first {rame duelling crected in the town and stands as an un-
usually fine specinen of Early Republican building for its time and place, Historleally,
the house 15 associated with the Preston and Campbell familices, promivent names jn the
carly histury of the region,

The (and wpon which the Preston House stands was @ part of a 330-acre tract originally
granted to Colonel Charles Campbell in 1753, It desconded wltimately to nis granddaugh-
ter Sarah buchanan Cumpbell, daughter of General Yillisza Canipbell, commander of the Cone
tincutal troops at the 1780 Baktle of King's Mountain, and of Ellzabeth Henry, the sister
of Patrick Henry., Daring Sarali’s minerity, the preopesty wvas manazed for aer. by her guard-
iav Uhomas Madilson, a roelative of the future president, Madison opened a small salt
works for her benefit and built a log house on the property, both around L790, This loyg
building was belicved to have becn incorperated into tine present house, but the roecent
partlal disassembhly of the buildieg has disproved the notion,

Sarah B. Campbell marricd Francis Preston (1765-1835), sonm of William Preston, ar eaxly
cxplorer o Southwest Virginia, ic 1793. Preston had heen a law student of Georpe Wythe
and, in the year of his marriage, was clected to his iirst of two consecutive Lerms in
the U, S. Nousc of Representatives, He served as a colonzl in the War of 1812 and later
became a general [n the wmilitia, T later life, aftoer having moved from "the Salc-works,
as Saltville was then known, Preston served several terms in both houses of the Virginia
General Asscubly,

It was in 1795, during his resideuce at the Salt-werks and his term in Cengross, that
Prestou built the carlicst section of the Preston Bomse, Francis [riy is romembered as
thie carpenler, and Jesse Dingan as the stone masoa, A4 skave named Cyras is rocorded as
having mads the wrousht peids used in the hovse,

Two nuLeworthy ineideuts ceeurred duxim; Preston's tesntre.  [he [lrst wae the discovery,
duzany the digging of a4 well in the L[ront yard around 1793, of a oumber of mastodon bonrs,
Such boncs continued Lu be unearlhed in the area throuzihiout the winctconth centuTy,  The
gecomnt] was the visit, in 1803, ol James Madisovi, then Democratic-Republican candidate for
President of tle: Upnitod States,

Thz Prustong cenlrolied lLargo porsions of the gsalt-pruducing lands frow which the town
derivid its name and prineipal livelikood, They cpevated the works themselves al times,
and sometimos leased the rights to other peesens, wnen svch as William Ring or Cologpel
James Walite, wha were amoag the operacers in the early nincteenth centuyy. The Eomily
teok aver the works again in 1829 and operabed thes until 1862, uhen Thooas L. Preston,

(Sce contitralluge sleel ?}‘2}
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DESCRIPTLON

crleritor sheathing and subflooriuyg, installed whea the wing was rebulle, and the uvcs
of beaded weatherboards as interior sheathing and as a base Zor Ioth.

Mo carly outbhuildings remain.
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SICKIFTCANCH
the last of the fawily to own the property, sold the Louse and the works and leit the
village.
From 1862-1903, George W. Palumer ownad the Preston Bouse. 1n the twentieth century,
it has had scveral owners and has scrved primavily as apartments: Demolition of the
houwse by the present owner, Jancs A, Hatlield, was begun in Jonuary, 1976, Dbut local
luterest resulted ia arrangements being made for its preservatjon and ultimacte re-
habilitation.
Dy
TRTRTEOGRARHY
Virginia Historic Landmirks Commission Arcliives.
Wilson, Gondridge, "Sultville's tadisen louse Ias Historic kachgronnd," Rounoke lires,
Roanake, Va., June 26, 1976.
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